Climate Summit and Job Fair To Give Napa Youth a Leg Up
By Chris Benz

Next week, Napa youth will have an opportunity to get a jump on job
opportunities that benefit climate and the environment.

“Investing in Our Future” is the theme of the third annual Napa Climate
Summit and Job Fair, taking place March 12 at Napa Valley College. This
year’s summit will focus on high school students and young adults up to
age 24.

“Despite the current administration’s downplaying of the climate crisis, the
world is moving ahead with climate solutions,” said Lynne Baker, Co-Chair
of Napa Climate NOW! and on the Summit planning committee. “The Job

Fair will give young people a chance to explore diverse educational, trade,
and career opportunities that will let them make a difference and create a

more sustainable future.”

Keynote speaker Tyla Brown is the Senior Partnership Development
Manager at MCE, the event sponsor and local electricity provider serving
Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, and Solano counties. Her journey to a job
focused on environmental justice, climate action, and community
engagement began during a backpacking trip in Yosemite at age 14.

“Seeing Yosemite in all its glory was life changing,” Brown recalled. “|
wanted to bring that feeling of peace back to my urban Oakland
neighborhood. My friends and | started cleaning up our local park. That put
me on a path of mission-driven work that supports community needs.”

A panel of local leaders, including Napa County Supervisor Joelle
Gallagher and State Senator Christopher Cabaldon, will be moderated by
Liliana Karesh, a senior at Napa High School and President of Napa
Schools for Climate Action. The panelists will give an update on climate
actions at the local and state levels and how young people can take part.



The Job Fair following the presentations will have over a dozen exhibitors
offering paid internships, summer jobs, training programs, or educational
opportunities.

MCE has hosted over 50 interns through its paid internship program. Brown
has supported and mentored several interns as they launch green careers.
These interns have contributed in many ways, such as developing a Youth
Climate Education Toolkit, and participating in the launch of MCE’s
‘Because of Youth’ social media campaign.

Mario Landeros, Director of College and Career Readiness for the Napa
Valley Unified School District, said the Job Fair aligns with the District’s
strategic plan.

“We want to develop graduates who are innovative and collaborative
solution thinkers,” he said. “This Job Fair can expand students’ vision about
different career opportunities.”

Many jobs needed for green building such as renewable energy projects
don’t require a college degree. Danny Bernardini, Business Manager for
the Napa-Solano Building and Construction Trade Council, will be at the
Job Fair with information about paid apprenticeships in the construction
trades.

“A wind turbine project we just built for the Sacramento Municipal Utility
District involved many trades,” he said. “Cement masons and ironworkers
prepared the base, teamsters delivered the equipment, operating engineers
put it into place, millwrights assembled the turbine, and laborers helped at
every stage.”

Unions are playing a role in developing new technologies for a green
economy. Bernardini explained that with a union apprenticeship, trainees
are paid while they learn. An apprenticeship lasts 3-5 years, and the union
provides health care, retirement, and job site representation. Each year
Bernardini takes about 250 students from Napa and Solano Counties to
visit several of the seven building trade training facilities in the local area.



“I tell kids “Don’t pay them to train you. Join a union apprenticeship
program,” he said.

Brown emphasized that there is no linear path to environmental work.
“Climate work is at the intersection of many different disciplines. That
means young people can find work they authentically connect with and that
connects them to their communities.”

Actions you can take:

1. Attend the Napa Climate Summit and Job Fair, Wednesday, March 12,
4-7 pm at the Napa Valley College Little Theater (Building 1200). Free
parking and pizza provided.

2. Attend MCE’s “Because of Youth” Festival, Sunday, March 30, 10am-3
pm at Contra Costa Community College.

Chris Benz is a retired winemaker and co-founder of Napa Climate NOW!

Napa Climate NOW! is a local nonprofit citizens’ group advocating for smart climate
solutions based on the latest climate science, part of 350 Bay Area.

Info, napa.350bayarea.org
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Photo caption: Climate Summit keynote speaker Tyla Brown will present pathways to a
career in sustainability.
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